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CODE OF CONDUCT

FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND SPECTATORS…

As Parents and Guardians of junior members we value your support and ask you to work with us to provide a safe environment where each child can have fun playing hockey to their best ability.  Please read and follow this code of conduct to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all:
· Please accompany youngsters to the playing area and make sure the coach or other officials are present and that the session is going to go ahead before you leave, and ensure that arrangements have been made for them to return home safely.
· Always remember that youngsters should play sport for their own enjoyment, not yours.  Never force a child to play sport.
· Encourage players to learn the rules and play within them.  Never condone foul play.
· Help to respect the rules of the game, the officials and their decisions.
· Encourage youngsters to respect club equipment and property.
· Teach youngsters that victory isn’t everything.  Playing as well as they can is just as important.
· Set a good example.  Any unseemly language, harassment of anyone, or unsporting behaviour is not a good example from those who should be leaders.
· Respect the officials.  Coaches and umpires have worked hard and are qualified to be there.  If you want to get involved in sport, join them and learn how.  Otherwise – don’t interfere.
· Publicly accept officials’ judgements.
· Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes, always praise positive efforts.
· Encourage your child to improve their skills through coaching, to be prompt for training sessions and matches and inform their coach or manager if you know they are going to be late.
· Ensure youngsters properly prepare for warming up, training and matches.  This includes checking and re-checking correct clothing, wearing of gum-shields, shinpads sticks etc.  Please ensure all jewellery or piercings are removed.
· Applaud all good play by either team and be positive about what you see and what you say.
· Please let the coach know immediately of a change in contact details or medical requirements.
· Please pay any fees applicable promptly.
· Contact Thirsk Hockey Club Child Welfare Officer if you have any concerns about a coach or other club member.

